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November DEC Oe 1957 


Total nonfarm employment dropped to 1,):16,800 in November's'!/fhis, figure is 10,000 
below the year ago total but exceeded November employment in all previdus years 
except 1955 and 1956. The October to November loss was nearly 12,000 this year 
compared to an average loss of 500 for this period. A few seasonal changes plus 
some sharp decreases in manufacturing plants caused most of the current loss. In 
manufacturing the average workweek also slipped .3 hour to 39.8 hours in November. 
Although both national and state average hours are below last year's level for this 
month, the state over-the-year loss has been only 1.1 hour compared to the national 
loss of 1.3 hour. 


Reduced demand forced employment, hours, and earnings down in the steel mills and 
many of the other primary metals industries. Production cuts in aircraft parts and 
railroad equipment manufacturing pulled employment and hours dow in the transpor- 
tation equipment industry. However, the auto portion increased employment and hours 
with a slight increase of earnings caused by more overtime. 


Employment in the fabricated metals group got a healthy boost from one auto parts 
plant classified in the industry -- enough to more than compensate for losses in 
other establishments. Somewhat the same situation prevailed in the electrical 
machinery industry but losses exceeded gains in this case. Employment losses in 
the nonelectrical machinery industry were largely seasonal reductions in farm 
machinery and general industrial machinery plants. 


Decreases of one hundred to five hundred workers occurred in the nondurable industries. 
The only exceptions were food which showed the typical seasonal loss and rubber which 
made a microscopic increase. The food industry showed gains in earnings because the 
lower paid temporary workers had left the canning factories and overtime increased in 
meat packing and distilling plants. The largest decrease in nondurables, other than 
in food, occurred in the chemical industry as a result of continued layoffs ina 
powder manufacturing plant which will be closed soon. 


Nonmanufacturing showed more than usual seasonal losses but the October-November 
change this year was not as severe as last year's decline of }},500. The month-to- 
month gain of 3,300 in retail trade exceeded the average for the previous nine years 
by 10 percent. Most of the other nonmanufacturing industries experienced their usual 
changes although construction lost 600 more than its nine year average of 2,500 and 
government did not quite equal its average increase of 00. 


Season Se ereelLings 
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Mixed trends in employment counterbalanced each other between September and October holding 
nonfarm employment to 1,428,500 but this total was almost 6,000 below the year ago level. 
The factory workweek declined 1/3 hour over the month and 1 hour over the year to 40.1 for 
the current month. Average weekly earnings of $92.20 remained practically unchanged from 
last month. 


Increased employment in auto plants to get out 1958 models was the only substantial gain 
among manufacturing industries. Although this is an annual event the change was a little 
sharper than last year. This year, callbacks to the auto industry did not quite offset 
dwindling losses in some manufacturing groups and the release of temporary cannery workers, 
However, seasonal gains in nonmanufacturing absorbed the remaining loss causing nonfarm 
employment to remain static. 


Factory employment and hours worked have both drifted downward from year ago levels. Most 

of the losses were concentrated in the durables as production eased off. Employment in 

the automotive industry has moved above the year ago level, but employment has’ been bolstered 
by substantial hiring in two new plants. This industry shared the experience of nearly all 
the durable industries by losing more than 1 hour from its average workweek of a year ago. 


Primary metals showed its usual October downtrend as many students who had worked in steel 
mills during the summer returned to their classrooms. Average hours for the industry rose 
substantially from last month's level which contained the depressing effects of a wild-cat 
labor dispute. Layoffs of refrigerator workers caused the largest loss in the nonelectrical 
machinery group although some refrigerator builders had recalled workers. Reduced overtime 
accumulated to a loss of .9 an hour in this industry. Electrical machinery employment 
gained ground in response to demand for auto electric equipment and radios. However, sub- 
stantial cuts in overtime by radio and television plants may indicate layoffs in the near 
future, Virtual completion of the annual tomato pack resulted in a loss of 6,200 workers 

in the food industry and a decrease of 3.5 hours in the canning industry week, 


Nonmanufacturing rose slightly this month. Further increases in school employment held 
government employment steady despite normal cutbacks by nonschool units. Most of the in- 
crease over last year's level can be attributed to expansion in school facilities, Retail 
trade continued its rise toward the December peak and showed the largest over-—the-month 
gain except for the auto industry. 


* Estimates in this release have been revised to new benchmarks and * 
* are not exactly comparable to earlier figures. Revised employment * 
* summaries for 1956 are available now. The revised Pieures«for 1957 * 
* will be available in annual summary form in February 1958. 
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January 1956 


In January total nonfarm employment was estimated at 1,399,400. The December to 
January drop was severe -- over |,0,000 -——- nevertheless, the yearlong growth which 
dominated the employment picture throughout 1955 pushed the January figure within 
1,400 of the all time reccrd for the month. 


The December to January drop was traditional. As in other years, construction cut 
back for the winter, retail trade laid off thousands of temporary workers hired for 
the Christmas holidays and government employment declined as post offices reduced 
forces. The only other large loss was caused by a labor dispute. 


The good news in nonmanufacturing activities was almost overshadowed by seasonal 
cutbacks. Employment in every published group, except mining and quarrying, 
exceeded year ago levels. In addition, previous records for the month of January 
were exceeded in numerous industries. Retail trade, for example, set an all time 
record for the month even though 19,000 workers were laid off after Christmas. 
Construction, service, finance, insurance and real estate also set new records 
for January, although employment dipped from December. 


Employment changes in manufacturing were very small. A good part of the loss of 
8,500 was caused by a labor dispute in the communication equipment segment of 
electrical machinery. Durable goods industries, with all published groups above 
last year, showed largest over—the-month losses, but seasonal forces guided the 
trend of most nondurable industries downward also. 


Most employment reductions in the automotive industry came too late to affect the 
January figure although average weekly hours eased down from };2.)) to 41.6. Shorter 
orders for auto radios and electrical parts, however, combined to depress electri- 
cal machinery. Employment in the steel industry was steady at 62,000. Small gains 
in industrial and agricultural machinery partly offset the loss in nonelectrical 
machinery caused by closin,; of the International Harvester refrigerator plant in 
Evansville. Ordnance, grouped with "other durable manufacturing," terminated a 
contract and dropped 300. Lumber, furniture and stone, clay and glass slowed 
seasonally. 


There is some indication that hours were reduced to avoid layoffs in many indus-— 
tries. The manufacturing total dropped from 1.9 to 1.5 hours. At the same 
time, hourly earnings stayed high - 2.11 - so that average weekly earnings lost 
little from the all time high of $87.89 reached in December. 
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February y 1956 


From January to February, hours and earnings showed the effects of production ad- 
justments and cutbacks. Several manufacturing industries worked shorter hours. 
Manufacturers of communication and transportation equipment trimmed workweeks sub-— 
stantially. Weekly earnings, consequently, even though well above year ago figures, 
shcwed the biggest over—the-month drop since the mid-'52 steel strike. Hourly 
earnings slipped from $2.11 to $2.09. This figure, however, was exceeded only in 
December and January. 


Total nonagricultural employment in Indiana was estimated to be 1,386,900. Small 
gains were registered by several of the nondurable manufacturing and nonmanufacturing 
industries. Losses were concentrated in trade, construction and durable goods 
manufacturing. 


More than 60,000 construction workers were on the job in February. The total shrank 
2,000 from the previous month but road building held up. In trade, estimated at 
283,000, wholesale gained slightly while retail declined. Nevertheless retail trade 
employment was 5 percent above February 1955. 


Manufacturing employment was estimated at 620,800. Noticeable changes, except for 
the food and rubber incustries, were limited to durable goods. Food swung upward, 
primarily as a result of maintenance and order filling activities in the canning 
industry. In the durable goods group, nonelectrical machinery added 1,500 as orders 
mounted for refrigerator equipment, air conditioners, and farm equipment. Furniture 
dropped 1,600. 


All other sizeable changes in durable goods were negative, with motor vehicle needs 
determining the severity of most losses. Adjustments in the motor vehicle industry 
caused employment to fall from 73,600 in January to 68,500 in February. Shorter 
orders for electrical automotive equipment, car radios and production problems in 
television manufacturin; combined to lower electrical machinery 1,000. Il abricated’ 
metals declined also, partly because of less need for automotive lighting equipment. 
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INDIANA SUMMARY 


Research and Statistics Section 
Indiana Employment Security Division 
141 South Meridian Street 
Indianapolis 9, Indiana 


MARCH 1956 


February employment in Indiana changed by less than one per cent from 
the January figure. Additional small decreases have occurred after 
the mid-February reporting date, but these have not deepened the em- 
ployment loss to any significant degree. 


The cutbacks in the automotive industry with layoffs in the industry 
itself and supplier plants brought most of the February employment 
loss. New layoffs in the automotive industry continued beyond mid- 
February, but had virtually stopped by early March although few re- 
calls have been made. 


Effects of the automotive cutback were even more evident in hours and 
earnings. Weekly hours in manufacturing dropped from 41.5 to 40.5 and 
weekly pay dropped by $2.60. Most of the earnings loss was due to a 
$10.93 decrease in the automotive industry but with few exceptions 
other industries reported slightly shortened work schedules and lower 
pay checks also. Additional layoffs in electrical machinery, seasonal 
slumps and continuation of a labor dispute were contributing factors. 
Weekly hours in the automotive industry averaged only 36.9 compared 
with 41.5 a month ago and 45.0 a year ago. 


Total employment dropped by 12,000, but about one-third of this was in 
nonmanufacturing as retail trade and construction fell to seasonal 
lows. Nonfarm employment was 57,000 above the year ago total. 


Unemployment increased only 6,200 between January and February. With- 
drawal of seasonal workers from the labor force held down the increase. 
The 72,700 unemployed in February is almost 50 per cent above the low 
point reached last November. Much of the increase is seasonal, how- 
ever, and the total is 50,000 below the year ago figure. Unemployment 
claims received since mid-February indicate that only a few thousand 
more workers were unemployed by mid-March. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Illinois Uroana-Champaign Alternates 


https://archive.org/details/employmentpayrol1956unse 
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EMPLOYMENT SERVICE 


ly AZ INDI A UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 
Snple Y Stu lad L ; 
THE Lipaar, 
pene TH search and Statistics Section 
MA Vr, __ Indiana Employment Security Division 
oe: i954 141 South Meridian Street 
UNIY bs Indianapolis 25, Indiana 
ILLINOIS 


Customary spring expansion in outdoor activities and recalls in a few manufacturing 
lines accounted for a modest rise in Indiana nonfarm employment from March to April. 
Noticeable expansion took place in contract construction and in refrigeration and 
air conditioning manufacturing. Other employment changes were slight, but gains 
outnumbered losses. Total nonagricultural employment reached 1,403,300. 


Workweeks of manufacturing production workers eased down from 40.7 hours in March 
to 40.3 by mid-April. The downtrend was general throughout industry. Numerous 
firms reported less overtime. A temporary labor dispute in the food industry can- 
celled the effect of lengthened hours in canning. Exceptions to the over-the-month 
cut in hours were the lumber industry, boosted by demand for construction materials, 
and fabricated metals. Bottle cap and jar lid production contributed to the fabri- 
cated metals gain. 


Hourly earnings, $2.10 in April, were near peak levels. Upward wage adjustments, 
all small, in the durable group offset losses in nondurables. The sharpest loss 
was the 5 cent drop in the printing industry which was due to the post Easter lull 
in advertising. 


Nonmanufacturing activities, other than construction, changed little ovar the month. 
Comparison with other years, however, vividly pictured the steady growth of mercan- 
tile and service lines. Employment in finance, insurance and real estate, in serv- 
ice, in government and in trade broke previous records for the month of April. Con- 
struction employment reached a new peak for the month of April also. Thousands of 
construction jobs, many year round, have been created by the trend toward suburban 
locations for manufacturing plants, new home and shopping centers. With spring 
weather, street and highway construction and repair became evident throughout the 
state. 


"Conspicuous by their absence" described changes in manufacturing employment from 
March to April. In transportation, which produces automobiles, trucks, motor ve- 
hicle parts, airplane parts, etc., small gains and losses cancelled each other. 
Similar mixed trends prevailed throughout manufacturing except for nonelectrical 
machinery which gained, and the furniture industry which lost workers. 


Recalls by a refrigeration manufacturer accounted for most of the upswing in »on- 
electrical machinery. A few workers were added by the industrial machinery seg- 
ment, which has forged upward throughout 1955 and 1956. Furniture dropped again 
in April. Lack of orders, inability to secure materials and destructive fires - 
these forces have been reported by furniture companies. Failure of lighting fix- 
tures and heating equipment to expand as usual during the early spring held back 
fabricated metals. The beverage segment accounted for most of the gain in food. 
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EMPLOYMENT SERVICE UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 


pre INDIANA 


En ploynciit Statistics 


Research and Statistics Section 
Indiana Employment Security Division 
141 South Meridian Street 
Indianapolis 25, Indiane 


THE LIBRARY OF THE 
June JUL 4¢ 1956 1956 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


Seasonal expansion in construction and additional layoffs in the automobile industry 
were the two major factors determining the employment level last month. The overall 
total of 1,397,000 nonfarm employees in (Indiana was one of the top figures for the 
month of June. Construction reached an all time high. A pre-strike jump of 1,300 in 
the steel mills helped bolster the total, and also pushed employment in the mills 

_ above 6),,000 for the first time. But employment in the auto industry by mid-June 
had fallen 25% below the previous year. 


Automotive cutbacks were primarily responsible for losses in manufacturing lines al- 
lied to the transportation equipment industry. Electrical machinery from May to June 
dropped 2,500. Most of this loss was in plants producing electrical automotive equip- 
ment, wiring assemblies, car radios, etc. The rubber industry, which produces motor 
vehicle fittings primarily, laid off 800. 


Other manufacturing changes were small. Nonelectrical machinery edged up as capital 
outlays for industrial machinery boosted employment enough to outweigh losses in ag- 
ricultural equipment. The seasonal uptrend in cmstruction spurred the lumber in- 
dustry, not only because of increased demand for materials but in stepped-up pro- 
duction of prefabs. Canning showed the largest rise in food groups as _ factories 
hired workers for the pea pack. The printing industry set another record high. The 
net result of the ups and downs on total manufacturing was a decline of less than 1%. 


Average hours and earnings from May to June were remarkably stable. Layoffs, which 
hit workers with the least seniority, tend to depress payrolls and manhours but boost 
averages. June hourly earnings reached $2.12----the highest ever. 


The construction upswing dominated nonmanufacturing activities. All lines, however, 
were in good shape employment wise. Every nonmanufacturing group published in the 
table exceeded previous year levels. Preliminary estimates for construction placed 
June employment above 80,000 for the first time, giving 1956 a good chance to out- 
rank all previous years if structural steel holds out. Retail trade broke previous 
records for the month. MTrucking reached an all time high but a drop is expected if 
manufacturing cutbacks continue. Finance, insurance and real estate, which grow 
consistently during the spring as new graduates are snapped up, received additional 
impetus this year because of the staffing of new suburban locations. lkmployment in 
government and services fell as public, trade and denominational schools closed for 
the summer. 
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The steel strike, which was settled early in August, upset industrial activity in 
July throughout the Calumet area and distorted enployment figures for the state. From 
June to July vacations, as usual, pulled employment dom. (Factory workers ineligible 
for paid vacations during plant-wide shutdowns are not counted as employed.) Figures 
this year showed severe losses in the steel mills and in construction as a result of 
the strike. ln contrast, employment in the auto industry held steady for the first 
time in months. Total employment was estimated at 1,328,800. 


Manufacturing employment drooped 60,000 from June to July but 50,000 of this was in 

the mills. Temporary vacation layoffs in numerous industries plus cutbacks in re- 
frigeration manufacturing accounted for the balance. HKlectrical machinery dropped 

1,800 when factories producing radios, television, telephone equipment and electrical 
apparatus closed for vacations. Vacations were likewise responsible for the 1,300 

dip in fabricated metals. Overproduction of refrigerators coupled with a seasonal 
downturn in agricultural equipment lowered employment in non-electrical machinery ),600. 


Hourly earnings in all large manufacturing industries were above year ago levels with 
the exception of steel mills. Usual vacation variations and the steel strike caused 
hourly earnings to drop six cents below the all time high of $2.12 set in June. 
Workweeks in general were shorter. In the auto industry, however, weekly hours rose 


$0430 5. 


In nonmanufacturing, construction and transportation felt the steel strike keenly. 
Lack of steel to haul cut into railroad and trucking business. Huge construction 
projects in the mills stopped for the duration. Construction employment, which has 
been at record levels all year, chaiked up a loss. Contract completions on the 
Indiana Last-Jest Toll Road were partly responsible. 


Other nonmanufacturing activities followed seasonal patterns. Business was slow in 
retail trade, but food stores and filling stations hired additional help. Government 
lost 3,6CO when schools closed. At the same time, finance, insurance and real estate 
rose steadily by acquiring new graduates and summer replacements. 
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Total nonagricultural employment increased to 1,389,700 in Auguste Manufacturing 
employment increased 60,000 mostly because approximately 95 percent of the steel in- 
dustry's production workers were back on the job after settlement of the labor 
dispute. Most workers in other industries affected by the dispute were also back 

at work. The end of vacation periods contributed to slight employment increases in 
several industries. All manufacturing groups, except nonelectrical machinery, 
showed slight to moderate gains. Nonmanufacturing was up only 2,900, a net increase 
due principally to gains in construction and trade. 


The automobile industry was up slightly, due to call backs at some parts plants 

where production for new models has started. Anticipation of 1957 models also 

pushed employment upward in industries closely allied to auto production. Changeover 

to production of new models resulted in partial shutdowns of some factories in September. 


Several hundred workers were added by plants in the television industry to increase 
production of black and white and color sets. Mixed trends were apoarent in the 
furniture industry -- business increased at more firms than suffered losses. Coupled 
with this, one firm was back in production following acquisition of new facilities 

to replace a burned building. Excessive inventories brought some further net loss 

of employment in refrigerator manufacturing despite a sizeable recall at one plant. 


The annual seasonal surge in the canning industry began early in August. Other gains 
in the nondurable segment of manufacturing occurred from settlement of a labor dispute 
at a refinery and increased business at several rubber products plants. 


Construction workers who were laid off last month at the steel mills returned to 

work. However, completion of parts of the toll road and other projects nullified 

some of this gain. Other nonmanufacturing elements increased or decreased seasonally. 
A gain in mining occurred when one coal mine re-opened after a July vacation. 


fage increases in the steel mills increased the average hourly earnings in both the 
durable goods and all manufacturing. Addition of seasonal workers in the canning 
industry lowered the average rate per hour and average hours in the food industry. 
Increases of 1 to 3 cents in average hourly earnings were evident in other 
manufacturing industries except petroleum refining. 
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INDIANA 


Enploymert- Statistics 


Research and Statistics Section 
Indiana Employment Security Division 
141 South Meridian Street 
Indianapolis 25, Indiana 


THE LIBRARY OF THE 
OCT | ~ 196. 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


Employment changes in September followed patterns exoected for the month. Workers in 
manufacturing industries increased seasonally although many were away from their jobs in 
the auto industry. Employment in the steel industry was back to pre-strike levels. Re- 
opening of schools and bowling alleys gave much of the impetus to gains in service and 
government industries. 


September 1956 


One of the best tomato crops in recent years caused canning plants to add 8,000 workers 
Since mid-August making a total of 12,000 since June. This year many canners worked full 
weeks, and in some cases overtime, to get tne pack made. This contrasts with 1955 when 
some of these firms worked only partial weeks. Only one other industry in the nondurable 
segment of manufacturing had an increase in employment. Demand for rubber products, 
especially for use in automobiles, made employmer.t rise in the rubber industry. 


Tooling and changes being made to produce 1957 models closed some automobile plants 
during part of the nonth. Production of new models started late in the month. This 
will push employment in the auto industry to a much higher level in October. The 
brightest spot in other durable goods industries was the addition of 2,000 workers to 
supply more TVs and TV parts. The furniture industry also showed a slight increase as 
production workers were added by several firms. Employment losses occurred in some 
refrigerator plants due to model changes and seasonal factors. Other losses were evident 
when a few metal working firms reported lack of steel forced them to slow production. 


Employment increased in several nonmanufacturing industries. Truck and railroad 
employment rose when more workers were needed to move goods. Maintenance and school 
cafeteria workers returning to work when shcools re-opened nudged service and government 
employment upward. The annual uptrend of retail trade employment toward its seasonal 
peak in December started this month. 


The influx of temporary workers in the canning industry kept the average hourly pay rate 
in all manufacturing the same as in August. However, average rates in most industries 
were up because of pay raises and overtime. Some rates were adjusted upward due to 
escalator clauses in labor contracts. Others were up as some were geared to the steel 
industry increase. Pay raises were granted in the glass industry to settle a labor 
disoute. Hours worked rose slightly as the result of full work weeks in most industries 
and more overtime at many firms. 
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Recall of thousands of automobile workers to produce 1957 models pushed both total non- 
agricultural and manufacturing employment upward. This resumption of auto production 
was strong enough to overcome the release of many temporary cannery workers and the 
seasonal losses in several nonmanufacturing industries. 


Renewed vigor in the auto industry created more business in many supplier plants classi- 
fied in other industries. Electrical machinery employment continued upward due to 
continued expansion in some radio and television plants. A labor dispute kept the total 
for this industry from going higher. Conflicting trends were evident in both steel 

and furniture manufacturing. Despite capacity business, steel mills' employment was 
down slightly when many students, who work only during the summer, returned to school. 


Fewer workers were at work in the refrigerator industry despite a sizeable recall by 
one establishment. One firm completed its run of 1956 models and another made an 
inventory layoff. Late in October one firm made a public announcement that it would 
not resume production of household appliances. 


Employment in the nondurable segment dropped primarily because of losses in canning 
plants where tomato processing was completed. Increased business brought employment 
in both the printing and rubber industries to a higher level. 


Retail stores continued to add employees to handle increased business. Construction 
activity slowed seasonally and was lower than last year when toll road construction 
was in high gear. Government employment dropped slightly when summer employees were 
released by some communities. A few communities indicated they planned to keep their 
extra workers to use on newly-planned year around programs. Employment in the service 
group was slightly higher due to increased school personnel. 


The return of auto workers at higher hourly rates and the release of temporary cannery 
workers at lower rates combined to increase average hourly rates for manufacturing. 

Pay raises and overtime continued to be a factor in the increase but to a lesser extent 
than in September. 


* Estimates in this release have been revised and are net exactly com * 
% parable to earlier figures. Revised employment. figures are availablex 
% now. Revised hours and earnings will be available in a few weeks. x 
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Research and Statistics Section 
Indiana Employment Security Division 
141 South Meridian Street 
Indianapolis 25, Indiana 


November 1956 


Many of the employment changes this month were caused by seasonal influences always 
evident at this time of year. Nonmanufacturing dropped although retail trade rose 
seasonally. Employment in the durable goods industries increased, largely because 
of higher production schedules in factories making transportation equipment. How- 
ever, the durable increase was not enough to overcome losses in nondurable indus- 
tries which brought total manufacturing employment below that of a month ago. 


The plants making automobiles were still adding workers although last year's 
November level was not equalled. More auto production also caused higher employ- 
ment in firms supplying parts; especially stampings, rubber parts, ignition equip- 
ment, and car radios. A new plant raised the level of aircraft employment and 
railroad car building increased as material became available. Production of 
primary metals, especially steel, was up slightly to fill more orders, and to re- 
place production lost when an eastern mill was closed temporarily. 


More workers were out because of labor disputes in November than in Cctober, but 
employment in the paper industry increased when a dispute ended. The rubber indus- 
try would have shown only a slight loss if a work stoopage had not occurred. A 
strike in another state caused a shortage of material in one of Indiana's largest 
fabricated metal parts factories. This, coupled with a seasonal decline, resulted 
in a substantial loss in tae fabricated metals industry. A new stoppage occurred 
in the refrigerator segment of the machinery industry. In the electrical machinery 
industry, a labor-management disagreement held the overall employment gain down. 


Seasonal losses occurred in mining, construction, and service. post offices started 
extensive hiring for their Christmas rush during the last week in November, but the 
small number hired by mid-November was not enough to offset the seasonal reductions 
in city employment. Retail stores had already added many temporary workers before 
mid-November bringing trade employment to this year's highest point, and almost 
equal to December of last year. 


Hourly earnings edged upward again. Skilled and semiskilled employees were return- 
| ing to work in the higher-paid transportation equipment and allied parts firms. 

On the other hand, many lower vaid unskilled workers, especially the remaining 
temporary canning workers, had been released. A further inCrease in average hourly 
rates can be expected since many union contracts aave escalator clauses tied to 

tne Bureau of Labor Statistics! Consumer's Price Index. The Index's .6 increase 
from September to October will bring incr?2ases in many instances. 
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Nonagricultural employment increased 13,800 to 1,:36,200 this month. Net gains occurred 
in both manufacturing and nonmanufacturing. Continued production expansion in metal 
product plants caused the manufacturing upswing. Nonmanufacturing was up seasonally. 


Employment in the machinery industry showed a gain for the first time since June and 
spearheaded the manufacturing increase. The gain was attributed to increased production 
of farm machinery, construction equipment, machine tools, and refrigerators. Settlement 
of a labor dispute also helped increase the industry total. Many firms engaged in 
manufacturing autos, auto parts, and other transportation equipment added more employees 
to increase production. Despite these increases and several new production units, the 
industry did not equal the December 1955 level. 


Primary metal producers needed more employees for added business. The largest of these 
producers, steel mills added employees for full capacity business. The fabricated metal 
industry showed no change despite one factory which resumed full production after it had 
been forced to limit output due to an out-of-state labor dispute. Many radio and TV 
plants made their usual December cutbacks of employment which more than offset gains by 
firms making other types of electrical equipment. 


Year-end business caused gains in the paper and printing industries. Employment in 
rubber product plants was up as many firms showed further business upswings and a labor 
dispute was settled. Divergent employment trends resulted in the chemical industry 
showing no change. Fertilizer plants were preparing for the Spring market while a few 
industrial chemical plants were making permanent reductions in their work forces. 


The Christmas season showed its effect on nonmanufacturing industries. Temporary 
workers were added in stores, post offices, and to some extent in the transportation 
industry. Colder weather caused decreased employment in the mining, construction, and 
service industries. 


Many different things affecting payrolls were evident this month. Pay raises, other 
than those geared to the Consumer's Price Index, were scattered among various firms and 
industries. Overtime hours were down slightly despite substantial increases in some 
plantse The net result was an increase of one cent in the average hourly rate and one 
dollar and fifty-four cents in average weekly pay. 
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
Research and Statistics Section 
Indiana Employment Security Division 
141 South Meridian Street 
Indianapolis 25, Indiana 


January 1957 


Seasonal changes keynoted the employment trend from December to January. In mid-January 
about 1,397,000 Hoosiers held nonfarm jobs, a decrease of almost 0,000 from the previous 
month. rost-Christmas declines in ,trade and post=office employment were responsible for a 
large part of the loss. Construction and mining employment suffered more than usual 
seasonal losses because qa severe cold spell hampered outdoor activity in early January. 


Non-metal durable goods industries also declined seasonally. Employment in the lumber and 
stone-clay-glass industries dropped when demand for construction materials slackened. Style 
changes, post-Christmas lag in orders, and cutbacks in making TV cabinets lowered employment 
in the furniture industry. 


Employment in metals-using industries, except television, continued to hold up well. The 
machinery industry continued to pick up as manufacture of farm machinery and refrigerators 
increased. Cut—backs were made in production of communications equipment, especially TV 
sets. This caused a sharp drop in the electrical-machinery employment although some 
establishments classified in other portions of the industry were adding workers. Some auto, 
auto parts, and aircraft engine plants continued to add employees this month. On the other 
hand, some plants released workers after the hustle-bustle in getting new models to their 
dealers. As a result, employment in the transportation equipment industry fell slightly. 


Nondurable industries showed varied trends. Food employment decreased when meat packing 
and bottling of distilled liquor slowed a little. Employment dropped in the textile- 
apparel industry due to lack of orders, and seasonal changes. Only minor changes were 
evident in the paper, printing, and chemical industries. The rubber industry continued to 
add employees due to increased demand for mechanical rubber products. 


The average hourly rate for manufacturing employment remained at $2.22 while average weekly 
hours dropped from }}1.5 in December to 0.5 in January, and average weekly earnings dropped 
to $89.92, a loss of $2.00 from the December average. Regularly scheduled hours remained 
about the same in most industries. However, premium paid overtime hours in January showed 
a sharp decrease from those reported in December. A number of pay raises were granted in 
January but decreases in premium paid overtime offset many of the rate changes when average 
hourly rates were computed. 
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Research and stat ONIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


Indiana Employment Security Division 
141 South Meridian Street 
Indianapolis 25, Indiana 


February 1957 


Nonfarm employment showed virtually no change from January to February. Small losses in 
manufacturing outweighed gains in nonmanufacturing by a mere 700. 


Nonmanufacturing industries added a few workers. Contra-seasonal gains in construction 
activity, seasonal expansion in government, and extension of services by financial insti- 
tutions more than overcame the traditional February reductions in retail stores! staffs. 
Some of the increases in construction activity can be attributed to better weather in 
February than in January. The increases were mostly on roads, bridges, and heavy con- 
struction; building employment was unchanged. 


Manufacturing industries used fewer workers than last month. Reduced production of auto 
wiring, ignition parts, and telephone and television components decreased electrical 
machinery employment by 1,000. Layoffs in auto supplier plants and a seasonal cut back in 

a saw plant caused the loss in the fabricated metals industry. The transportation industry 
showed a tiny increase. Call backs by mobile-home builders and additional staffing of 
airplane engine plants exceeded layoffs made by some auto producers and parts supplier 
plants. The machinery industry showed the only substantial gain of the industries classified 
in the durable manufacturing group. Farm machinery, refrigerators, and engines accounted 

for the 1,200 increase. 


Most of the loss in nondurable manufacturing was concentrated in the food industry. Although 
canning increased, distillery employment dropped enough to cause a net loss in the industry. 


Total nonfarm employment has slipped slightly from a year ago. Nonmanufacturing crept up 

a little but not enough to offset the loss in manufacturing. Factory jobs in February were 
20,0CO below a year ago, but nonmanufacturing employment inched up 5,000 reflecting the 
long-range trend of population and business. The hard goods industries were responsible 
for 90 per cent of the decrease in manufacturing. The furniture industry showed the 
steepest drop, 10.5 per cent. Losses ranged from 6 to 7 per cent in fabricated metals, 
electrical machinery, communication equipment, and motor vehicle industries. Expansion of 
the aircraft industry offset part of the decline in automotive employment so that the net 
drop in transportation equipment was only 3 per cent. Only two nonmanufacturing industries 
declined. Contract construction was lower because housing starts declined and the toll road 
was completed. The transportation inaustry lost ground over the year because railroads 
reduced employment. 


Hourly rates, average weekly hours, and weekly earnings showed no significant changes from 
last monthe Overtime was dow slightly but not enough to have much affect on average wages. 
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Research and Statistics Section 
Indiana Employment Security Division 
141 South Meridian Street 
Indianapolis 25, Indiana 


March 1957 


Seasonal increases dominated employment changes between February and March. Factory 
employment showed little over-all change but nearly all nonmanufacturing gained 
workers causing total non-farm employment to rise 6,700 to reach a total of 1,399,900. 


Nonmanufacturing employment showed the greatest percentage gains in the mining and 
construction industries. Improved weather conditions permitted more building and 
quarrying activity. Current and anticipated demand for construction materials also 
brought the usual spring upturn to the lumber and stone-clay-glass industries in the 
manufacturing sector. Because of the late Easter, employment in retail stores did 
not show the usual March increase. However, the level in the trade group still ex- 
ceeded that of last year when temporary Easter season workers were included in March 
employment. 


Current interest in the auto industry merits special attention to the motor vehicle 
industry and to certain supplier plants classified in other industries. Employment 
dropped 800 in the motor vehicle industry over the month. Over half of this loss 
occurred because a truck plant's supply of parts was cut off when an out-of-state 
plant was strike-bound. This temporary set back had the net effect of causing March 
1957 employment to be 300 lower than of March 1956, otherwise the 1957 figure would 
have been higher. With this indirect effect included, the motor vehicle industry 
dropped only 1,0CO workers from January to March in 1957 as compared to a loss of 
well over 10,000 in the comparable period of 1956. 


A few auto supplier plants had production cut-backs which were large enough to make 
the fabricated metals and the communications equipment industries show a loss this 
month. Because expected orders for certain types of steel used in auto manufacturing 
did not materialize, primary metal employment showed a slight loss. 


Very little change was made in weekly earnings and no change in the average hours 
and hourly earnings from February to March. However, minor differences were noted 
in several individual industries. Almost all were the result of changes in overtime 
hours although in some cuses, 5 day woek weeks were lowered to ) days in some de- 
partments of a few steel mills. Reductions of overtime in the paper, machinery, and 
electrical equipment industries were the principal cause of lower weekly earnings in 
these industries. On the other hand, demands for structural steel increased over- 
time in the fabricated metals industry enough to raise the industry's average weekly 


wage. 
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April 1957 


The traditional spring upsurge in outdoor activity combined with the seasonal impact of 
Easter to push April nonfarm employment above the March level. A gain of 7,300 workers 
in nonmanufacturing industries offset a loss of )|,800 in manufacturing and brought mid- 
April employment up to 1,)02,),00. 


Retail and wholesale trade showed the largest gain in nonmanufacturing. Drive-in restau- 
rants, root beer stands, and similar businesses blossomed like the spring flowers. The 
revival of summer activities and the Easter shopping season stimulated hiring by retail 
merchants. Increased laundry and dry cleaning business along with the reopening of out- 
door theaters and other outside recreational facilities raised employment in the service 
industry. Government employment rose when temporary assistants were added in tax collec- 
tion units and seasonal workers were added in parks and on roads. Construction activity 
increased less than usual from March to April. 


The seasonal demand for constructicn materials helped raise employment in the stone-clay- 
glass industry. The most severe loss of employment occurred in the electrical machinery 
industry which dropped 3,00. Auto supplier plants classified in this industry reduced 
production of auto wiring harness, ignition parts, and car radios. Cutbacks in produc- 
tion of mechanical rubber parts for automobiles also lowered the employment level in the 
rubber industry. 


Although several auto supplier plants made deep employment cuts, the motor vehicle in- 
dustry showed only a slight loss and the transportation equipment industry as a whole 
showed no change over the month. Increased production of railroad cars offset the loss 
in the auto segment. Employment in the transportation equipment industry exceeded that 
of April last year by 3,300 although auto employment was down 300. New aircraft parts 
factories, expanded activity in existing aircraft factories, and a higher level of em- 
ployment in plants building railroad cars caused this increase. 


In March, a short-lived labor dispute lowered hours and earnings in the steel industry. 
The return to normal operation was primarily responsible for the gain in primary metals 
hours and earnings. Other than this, no significant changes were reported in regular 
workweeks. Overtime showed sharp contrasts in April according to establishment size. 
Many of the small firms reported more premium-paid overtime hours while the large firms 
mostly reported fewer. The losses outweighed the gains causing a slight reduction in 
average hours worked. This small decrease caused average weekly earnings to drop by 
Sh cents, although pay rate increases were mentioned more frequently this month than in 
March. 
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Nonfarm employment increased slightly from April to May. Nonmanufacturing gains more 
than offset losses in manufacturing bringing total employment up to 1,),06,000 at mid- 
Ma Ve 


Extremely rainy weather hampered outdoor activities this month. Despite this, seasonal 
upswings occurred in construction, service, and government employment. Highway con- 
struction jumped while other construction made ordinary gains. Nearly all service in- 
dustries added workers but the larger increases stemmed from opening of outdoor recre- 
ational facilities and preparations for the Indianapolis 5CO mile race. Government 
employment rose when state and local units continued to expand their highway and park 
forces. Release of temporary Easter workers made retail trade employment show a loss. 


For the first time since February 1956, automotive employment exceeded the year ago 
figure. Although higher than a year ago, employment dropped 800 from April to Maye 
Reduced production of autos and auto parts also caused part of the losses in the 
fabricated metals, electrical machinery, and rubber industries. However, closing of 
some stamping plants was responsible for the largest part of the loss in fabricated 
metals. Non-electrical machinery lost 1,100 mostly as the result of the refrigerator 
industry entering into its usual summer slack period. Steel mill employment was below 
last year's level when steel consumers were stockpiling the material in anticipation of 
the steel strike. 


The television industry began to show signs of starting its usual seasonal uptrend 
although the increase this month did not offset the losses in other components of the 
electrical machinery industry. The stone-clay-glass industry edged upward to supply 
increased demand for construction materials. Fertilizer manufacturing reached its 

spring peak; this, coupled with slight gains in drug manufacturing, pushed chemical 
employment upward even though some losses occurred in the industrial chemical industries. 


A few machine tool companies expanded their workweek from five to five and one-half days 
but overtime in the machinery industry was down considerably. Despite this decrease, 
overtime as a whole showec a slight net gain with the largest gain concentrated in the 
electrical machinery industry. Some factories returned to a five day week after months 
on a four day basis. As a result average weekly hours increased. This gain, along with 
some scattered pay raises, upped average weekly earnings 81 cents to $89.2h. 
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Nonfarm employment rose for the fourth consecutive month. Nonmanufacturing continued its 
seasonal upswing and for the first time since December manufacturing showed an uptrend. 
Despite vacations, inventories, and labor disputes, employment increased more than 5,000 
over the May level to an estimated 1,))12,200 at mid-June. 


Summer weather permitted contractors, utilities, and railroads to do more on their outdoor 
projects although rain hampered their operations again this month. Financial institutions, 
principally banks and insurance companies, hired temporary summer help. The only sizeable 
loss in nonmanufacturing occurred in the service group due to reductions in employment at 
schools and at some amusement spots. A labor dispute by quarry workers and closing of some 
coal mines lowered employment in the mining industry. The number of government workers 
increased when added highway and recreation workers more than offset reduced public school 
employment. Although department and variety stores needed fewer people, other retail out-— 
lets hired enough summer help to raise the trade industry well above last month's level. 


Nondurable manufacturing rose this month even though the chemical and rubber industries 
lost ground. The food industry added workers to process vegetables, bottle drinks, and 
make food specialties. The apparel and paper industries had more business. A permanent 
shut down of one industrial chemical plant along with seasonal declines at fertilizer 
plants caused a large decrease in the chemical group. Labor disputes lowered employment 
in the rubber industry. 


The metal industries showed diverse trends. Hiring of temporary summer help by some steel 
producers caused the increase in steel works and primary metals employment. Production 
increased seasonally at tin can plants and at structural steel factories but not enough to 
offset losses in other portions of the fabricated metals industry. Curtailed refrigerator 
production pulled employment down in the machinery group although the farm implement portion 
showed unexpected increases. Electrical machinery employment remained unchanged from last 
month when gains in the radio-TV segment equalled the losses in other segments of the 
industrye 


Transportation equipment manufacturing dropped a little. Aircraft employment slipped as 
the result of withdrawn contracts. Slight losses occurred in the auto industry when some 
firms converted production lines and others reported seasonal declines. These losses 
outweighed the gains caused by hiring at a new auto parts factory and increased mobile 
home and bus production. 


Many firms reported cost-of-living or scheduled wage rate increases. Overtime hours rose 
again this month while scheduled workweeks remained steady. Some firms paid employees 
vacation pay and also permitted them to work. Excluding this extra vacation pay, the other 
factors resulted in an increase of 2 cents in average hourly rates bringing average weekly 
earnings for June up to $91.56, an increase of 41.69 over the May average. 
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Shutdowns for inventories and vacations at many factories had an adverse effect on July 
nonfarm employment. (Factory workers ineligible for vacation pay during plant-wide shut 
downs are not counted as employed.) This, plus other factors resulted in a loss of 6700 
paid jobs from June to 1,405,000 at mid-July. This estimate is well above the year ago 
figure which showed the effects of the steel strike. 


The durable goods industries, especially machinery, suffered most from shutdowns. Additional 
reasons were found for employment drops in nearly ali the metal-using industries. Fabricated 
metals showed the effects of reduced auto parts preduction and permanent closing of one plant. 
Electrical machinery lost ground when staff reductions lowered employment in the non-radio- 
TV portion of the communications industry. Transportation equipment employment dropped 
further as a continued effect of contracts withdrawn from aircraft firms earlier in the year. 
A labor dispute caused a sharp drop in the "other durable goods" classification. Primary 
metals showed little cnange over the month when increases at steel mills almost balanced 
losses in other portions of the industry. 


Both plus and minus trends occurred in the non-metal durables. Furniture manufecturers con- 
tinued to expand due to more business. After settlement of the stone-industry labor dispute, 
another one in cement mills lowered employment in the stone-clay-glass group. 


Nondurable industries did not have as many shutdowns as the durables. Only one, textiles 
and apparel, showed many vacation closings. Completion of tne pea pack lowered food 
processing employment. Losses in the chemical industry were the result of reductions when 
several plants went on & stand-by basis. The petroleum industry added workers due to 
seasonal demand for gasoline and coal tar products. Settlement of labor disputes caused the 
large gain in the rubber group. 


Nonmanufacturing irdustries, except mining, changed more or less according to seasonal 
patterns. Settlement of a labor dispute in the limestone portion increased mining employment. 
Construction activity increased again but began to show the effects of the cement shortage. 
The transportation lines had less freight to haul. Utilities needed more men to do scheduled 
summer work and to repair storm damage. Trade experienced its usual July doldrums. Financial 
institutions continued to add temporary summer help. Service employment slipped as indoor 
recreation facilities and non-government schools slowed to their summer pace. Government 
employment showed sharp contrasts with losses exceeding gains. State and local non-school 
units added recreational and road workers. On the other hand, school units dropped many non- 
faculty employees. 


Payments for vacation periods affected average earnings this month. Vacations also caused a 
substantial reduction in overtime hours. Hourly rates rcse when many scheduled hourly rate 
increases, (e.g. for uteel workers) became payable this month. As a result hourly earnings 
rose despite less overtime while weekly earnings showed little change and average hours 
declined. 
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Research and StatbhININERSELY OF ILUNOIS 


Indiana Employment Security Division 
141 South Meridian Street 
Indianapolis 25, Indiana 


August 1957 


Nonfarm employment edged upward ),300 from July to 1,410,600 in August. Seasonal in- 
creases, new orders, settlement of labor disputes and return of employees after va- 
cations worked together to cause the gain. On the negative side inventory shutdowns, 
auto model changes, late vacation closings, and release of summer workers tempered the 
gain or caused losses in specific industries. 


Employment in durable manufacturing rose slightly despite decreases in some of its 
component industries. Increased television production caused the large gain in electrical 
machinery employment although losses occurred in other parts of the industry. Furni- 
ture makers continued to expand because of more business. Workers returning to their 
jobs after settlement of labor disputes caused the rises in the stone-clay-glass and 
miscellaneous durable groups. Slight losses characterized most of the other durables. 
Primary metals lost some of their summer help. Model changes affected both the fabri- 
cated metals and transportation equipment industries. Production of 1957 autos and 

auto parts waned while production of 1958 models and parts just began to pull employment 
up in a few factories. Vacations, excessive inventories, and model changes caused a 
sharp decrease in machinery employment. 


Most of the nondurable industries increased employment. Textile and apparel mills 
needed workers for seasonal orders. Stepped-up production of medicine and fertilizer 
pushed employment up in the chemical industry. Printing activity increased due to pre- 
school and pre-Christmas needs. 


The food industry experienced mixed trends. Bottling plants, bakeries, and meat packers 
had slight seasonal decreases. On the other hand, canning plants began to need workers 
for the annual focd pack. The pack has been somewhat slower in getting into full pro- 
duction this year due to slow ripening of the tomato crop. As a result, employment at 
mid-August was well below last year's level. 


Total nonmanufacturing employment showed virtually no change. Return of some coal miners 
to work upped mining employment. The two largest changes, one up, one down, almost 
counterbalanced each other. Construction added 1,500 workers due to new contracts and 
settlement of the cement strike. Government dropped 1,700 employees as the result of 
staff reductions in federal units and completion of summer projects by some local units. 


The haze created by vacation payments in July had cleared somewhat in August. Reports 

of wage increases were frequent again this month. Overtime rose slightly because workers 
returned to their jobs after vacation periodse As a result, average weekly earnings rose 
by $1.46 to $91.3 in August. 
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EMPLOYMENT SERVICE UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 


INDIANA 


En plogncit Statistics 


Research and Statistics Section 
Indiana Employment Security Division 
141 South Meridian Street 
Indianapolis 25, Indiana 


September 1957 


Nonfarm employment increased slightly from August to an estimated 1,);1),800 at mid- 
September. Nonmanufacturing employment rose enough to more than offset losses in 
manufacturinge A few manufacturing industries experienced sharp gains but many showed 
lossese The larger decreases resulted from temporary suspension of production at 
several large plants. 


Many auto assembly and parts plants shut down during part of the month to retool for 
1958 models. Several other transportation equipment plants closed to take inventory 

or were involved in labor disputes. Model changes and inventory reduction led to 

large layoffs in the refrigerator segment of the machinery industry. Electrical 
machinery employment increased substantially due to demand for radios, and automobile 
electrical equipment. Production of auto parts as a necessary forerunner to making 
1958 cars also caused production increases in parts plants classified in the fabricated 
metals industry but reductions at plants making structural metal forms resulted in a 
net loss. Primary metals employment dropped slightly when many temporary employees 
returned to school. 


Preparation for new auto models also carried over into the nondurable industries as 
the rubber industry increased output to supply needs for automotive mechanical rubver 

_ preductse However, other increases were unrelated to the auto industry. Food employ- 
ment rose to its annual peak as canning activity hit its seasonal high. A much 
smaller yield of tomatoes held employment in seasonal canning nearly 3,000 below last 
yeare Employment in the chemical industry showed little change when opposite trends 
counteracted each other. One large plant prepared to cease operations but gains in 
medical and fertilizer firms offset most of the loss. 


Retail stores continued their pre-Christmas build-up causing the largest increase in 
nonmanufacturinge Mining increased seasonally as some miners returned to work. The 
construction; transportation, communication, public utilities; and finance, insurance, 
real estate divisions all had seasonal drops. Service employment felt the effects of 
reopened schools and amusement places. School reopening also pushed government employ— 
ment upward more than offsetting release of summer workers by many local communities 
and general staff reductions in federal establishments. 


Reports of wage rate increases were frequent on an individual establishment basis again 
this month. Overtime rose in many factories ~ even in some that suspended production 
for model changes. (Cn the other hand, temporary attachment of relatively low hourly 
) rated canning employees to the active labor force tended to offset these gains, holding 
| the increase in average weekly wages to a mere }8 cents. 
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GL eT ere. SERVICE UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 
n 


INDIANA 


En ployneiit Statistics 


Research and Statistics Section 
Indiana Employment Security Division 
141 South Meridian Street 
Indianapolis 25, Indiana 


December 1957 


Temporary help hired for Christmas trade failed to offset slipping factory employment 
and regular seasonal decreases bringing total nonfarm employment down to 1,})12,100 
which was 1,600 below November and 27,00 below the year ago figure. Manufacturing 
dropped 10,700 workers from November, the largest November to December loss since 1953. 
Along with this decrease of factory employment, the average workweek for production 
workers shortened to 39.3 hours, a decrease of .); hour since last month and 2.2 hours 
Since last year. Reduced overtime caused about one half of the over-the-year loss 

and a large part of the over-the-month decrease. 


The impact of Christmas trade pushed nonmanufacturing employment upward although losses 
occurred in the construction and transportation industries. Gains in retail and 
government were about normal for the holiday season and about equal to the 1956 ex- 
periencee Most of the drop in construction can be attributed to the onset of colder 
weather; the downtrend in transportation to secondary effects of reduced production at 
many factories. 


Production cutbacks in both auto and aircraft plants led to a drop of 2,500 in the 
transportation equipment industry -=- the largest single-industry decrease in manufac- 
turing. These plants also reduced overtime hours and as a result both weekly hours 
and weekly earnings shrank. Steel mills continued to lose ground employment-wise and 
in hours worked as demand continued to slide. Seasonal factors, a bit earlier this 
year than last, caused most of the electrical machinery loss when radio and tv plants 
laid off workers. 


In the radio and tv industry, an increase in the proportion of lower paid workers at 
counterbalanced increased overtime leaving earnings practically unchanged from last 

month. The furniture industry experienced a typical December loss caused by the change 

of models which precedes the annual Chicago and New York furniture shows. 


Nondurable manufacturing employment slipped downward by 2,500 with more than half the 
loss due to usual seasonal adjustments in the food industry. The other losses were 
scattered among the remaining nondurable industries except for printing which had a 
tiny gain due to year end business. 


i a i i i a a 
Your name has been placed on our mailing list for the Indiana Labor Market % 
Letter if it was not already on the list. This release, Indiana Employment +* 
Statistics, will be discontinued and the tables and information incorporated * 
* into the Letter. If you fail to receive a copy of the Indiana Labor Market +* 
* Letter please let us know. % 
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